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Appointments. 
Obi ICIAL. 


Sppinmen by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 





Aiding: Sista to be a Commissioner for ascertaining 
claims and titles to tand in the “erritory of Florida. 

Sunk Lannep, of Rhode-Istand, ‘to be Secretary of Legation 
at Chill. 

FRANKLIN Lircuvieip, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Porto Cabello in Colombia, to be Consul of the United States 
at that place. 


‘< 


(For Rules of the. House arenes See foho 113.) 


“THE CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION, EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS. 








Laws. 
cuaAPp..1. An ACT appropriating a certain sum of money for the relief of 
Pee Daniel D. Tonipkins, 
Beit enacted 


the Senate and House. Representatives s of the 
United States of in Congress peck My: That the Secretary 


of thef'reasury be, and he hereby is, autborized to pay to Daniel 
D. ‘Tompkins, late Governor of the State of New-York, out of any 
money ia the Treasury, not otherwise , the sum of 
thirty-five thousand one “bundred and ninety dollars; being the 
amount reported in favour of the said Daniel D. Tompkins, by the 
Accounting Officers of the Treasury, in compliance with the aet 
of Congress, entitled “ An act to provide for the settlement of the 
accounts of Danie! D. Tompkins, late Governor of the Stat< of 
New-York,” passed the twenty-first-February, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-three. 


H. CLAY, Speaker of the House of hg Beat phe to 
JOHN GAILLARD, President of the Senate pro tempoe. 


Washington, Dec. 22, 1823. 
Approved : _* JAMES MONROE, 





Proceedings. 
SENATE. 


haley: December 22d, 1823.—Fifieenth day. 


ai communication was received from the commissioners of the 
Land Office, transmitting, in-obedienre to a resolution of. 


the sap passed 17th December, (folio 90 ;) referred to the 
tee on Public Lands. 

ie ber bpd petitions and memorials were presented and re- 

fered — The Pecent and Directors of the Delaware Canal Com- 


pecuniary aid from Congress;—By Mr. Finpiay. 
feed's aving, rece is.J stl Gia: ; 


Eaton, praying compensation for property destroyed, 
nroneys advanced, and services rendered, to the Government, dur- 
Tate war ;—By Mr. Epwaups, of Conn. {Claims.) 

Van Noorden, praying compensation for spoliations 
: by the. Freach, in 1796 ;—By Mr. Macon. [Laid on 





> dry insurance Ciiaieaiie and merchants‘of the City of Phila- 
deiphin payin compensation for property captured by the French, 
1 1783 to 1815 ;—By Mr. Lowale. oe Relations} 

ndry of the Legislature of the Stat Louisiana, re- 
siding siding in that part of the State which lies ‘Bast of the River Mis- 
Te Island of New-Orleans,’ praying come provision 

or the prope security of settlements made in shat pert of the state, 
e the year id By Mr. Jonson, of La. to ublic Landay 

. , of the City of New-Orleans, sta 

Jate marshal iana—that on 


nt-of the accounts, ‘@ balance'in the sid 
Morea vers of sree $3000" 












appeared” 
Bat having held some other ofh- 


tlance against ‘him, a suit had been commenced against this peti- 


tioner, for the recovery of said balance—he prays retief from Con- 
gress ;—Ly Mr. Jounson, of La. [Claims.] 

Mr. Ruéexes, from the Committee on Claims, submitted a re- 
port unfavourable to the petition of Hanson Kelly ; which was 
read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. Suiru offered the following, which was read ; Resolved, 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to lay ‘before the 
Senate a statement showing the exact amount which will be due 
and payable to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, on the Ist 
day of January, 1825. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for the relief of 
Charles M. Collier, was read, and passed to a Second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the Senate proceeded to the consi- 
deration of Executive business ; and, immediately thereafter, Ad- 
journed. ’ f 
Tuesday, December 23d, 1823.—Sixteenth day. 


A message of an Executive nature, was received ftom the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of Mr. James Mosuga, Jr. 
his Private Secretary. 

The following petitions were presented and referred :—George 
Graham, statirg that, when acting as a private in an artillery com- 
pany at Fort M‘Henry, during the late war, he was wounded by 
the bursting of 2 shell : that, although entitled to a pension, he had 
not heretofore applied for it, because his situation did net require 
it; but, bis circumstances having since changed, be prays to be 
allowed to receive his pension from the time he was wounded ;— 
By Mr. Surru. [Pensions.} 

mer and ship owners of the town of Saco, in the state 
of Maine, praying assistance in removing cértain obstructions from 
theirharbour ;—By Mr. Houmes, of Maine. [Commerce and Manu- 
ectares.) 

Thomas Shields, stating that, during the late war, he captured a 
vessel in the Bay of St. Louis, near New-Orleans, having on board 
enemy’s property ; that be had not received such part of said pro- 
perty as he considered himeelf entilled (o, and prays that he may 
be authorized, by Congress, to receive it ;—By Mr. Jounson, of 
La. fNaval Affairs | 

Taylor Berry, praying that he may be allowed to surrender a 
tract tof land, to which he holds a title from the United States, and 
receive another tract, the title to which is unembarrassed ;—By 
Mr. Benron. [Public Lands. ] 

Mr. Barton, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported the 
bill, from the House of Representatives, authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to furnish the Territory of Arkansas with an ab- 
stract of the Military Bounty lands within that Territory. 

. Mr. Nosue offered a resolution, providing for the establishment 
of anew post route in the State of Indiana ; which was read and 
jaid over for consideration. 

The bill, for the relief of Charles M. Collier, had its second 
reading, and was referred to the Committee on Claims, 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Sarru, of Md. was 

again read, and agreed to.* 

The Report of the Committee of Claims, unfavourable to the 
petition of Hanson Kelly, was taken up. 

Mr. Macon moved to reverse the report ; [which motion was 
supported by himself and by Messrs. Smiru and Brancn; anid 
was opposed by Mr. Rucexes.] On motion of Mr. Hayac, the re- 
port was laid on the tabie. 

Mr. SMITH gave notice, that he should, to-morrow, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to revive and continue in force sundry acts relative 
to discriminating duties on imports atid tonnage. 

On motion of Mr Benxron, the Senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of Execulive business—and, alter some time spent 
therein; Adjourned. . 


Wednesday, December 2Ath, 1823.—Seventeenth day. 


In pursaance of notice given yesterday, Mr. Suirn asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to revive and continue ia force 

+ Mr, Suara, said, that, as the first loan inade during the late war, became 
‘due at the time named in his resolution, he wished to know what amount-the 
| Treasury would be bound to pay.to the Commissioners of the Sinkwg Fund on 
that day. The President had stated, that there would be nine millions of do)- 
lars in the Treasury at that time. Many Gentlemen, perhaps, suppose that 
sum to be yet opriated; bat -Mr.-S.- believed a considerable part Of it 
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sundry acts relative to discriminating duties on imports and ton” 
nage. ‘fhe bill was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Nozze relating to a 
new post route, was again read, and passed. 

‘The bill from the House of Representatives, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the Territory of Arkansas 
with an abstract of the military bounty lands within that state, 
was faken up as in committee of the whole, reported without 
amendment, and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Van Buren gave notice that, on Monday next, he should 
aak leave to introduce a joint resolution, proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, in relation to the election 
of President and Vice President. 

Mr. Hotmes, ofg Maine, presented the petition of Josiah Hook, 





praying to be relieved from a judgment recovered against bim in 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, when acting in his capacity 
of Collector of the Customs. . 

On motion of Mr. Eaton, the Senate Adjourned till Friday next. 


Friday, December 26th, 1823.—Eighteenth day. 


Mr. Ruccues, from the Committee on Claims, reported the bill 
from the House of Representatives, for the relief of Claries M. 
Collier, without amendment. 

Mr. Smita, from the Committee of Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill to revive and continue in force certain acts relative 
to the collection of duties on imports and tonnage, reported a new 
bill on the subject. 

Mr. Barron offered the following: Resolved, That the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands inquire into the expediency of exposing to 
public sale, the lead mines and salines of the United States ; and, 
if such sales be considered expedient, that they then inquire 
whether any further provision by law be necessary for the purpose 
of acquiring and diffusing, among the people of the United States. 
a more genera! knowledge of the situation and value of those mines 
and salines, previous to such sales. (1) 

Mr. Kine, of New-York, presented the petition of Mitchener 
Cadwallader, stating that he is engaged in the publication of a 
periodical journal, intended as a national record, and praying to be 
allowed to take copies of documents, and to be furnished with 
other facilities. Referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, presented the petition of Walter S. 
Chandler, of the District of Columbia, stating that he was the 
owner of certain certificates for the final settlenient of army claims, 
which certificates had never been paid; in consequence of their 
having been destroyed by fire in the year 1790, and praying that 
he may now be paid the amount. Referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. Kuve, of Alabama, presented the petition of Aaron Hen- 
shaw, praying compensation for certain services in surveying land. 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Noere offered the following: Resolved, That the com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a post route from Oxford, in 
the State of Ohio, to Liberty, the county seat for Union county, 
thence to Brownsville, thence to Dunlapsville, thence to Rushville, 
via Connersville. 

Mr. Jounson, of La. submitted the following: Resolved, That 
the Postmaster General be instructed to communicate to the 
Senate all the information in his possession, as to the condition of 
the National Road, commencing at Madisonville, in the state of 
Louisiana, and terminating at Florence, on the Tennessee river ; 
and as to the expediency of transporting the mails to and from 
NeW Orleans on the said route. (2) 

The bills from the House of Representatives, for the relief of 
Jeremiah Manning, of New Jersey, and of Thomas W. Bacot, 
Postmaster at Charleston, S. C. were severally read twice, and 
referred. : 

Mr. Earon offered a resolution, providing for the biennial elec- 
tion of the officers of the Senate—which was read and laid over 
for consideration. : 

The bill from. the House of Representatives, proposed as an 
amendment to the bill passed in the Senate, supplementary to an 
act to relieve certain persons from prison, was read, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 














body, 
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| on motion of Mr. CHANDLER, Was re committed to the same com: 


mittee, for the purpose of further inquiry. ; 


The bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury'to farnieh . 


the Territory of Arkansas with an abstract of the Military Bounty 
Lands within said territory, was read the third time and ' 

Mr. Minus gave notice that, on Monday next, he should ask 
leave to introduce a joint resolution, proposing an amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States, in relation to the election 
of President and Vice President. | Adjourned: 





-— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 








Monday, December 22d, 1823.—Fifieenth day. * 


Mr. M‘Coy, from the Committee on Claims, reported a bill for 
the relief of Brickwell Robias :—Read twice and committed... - 
Mr, WituiaMs, from the Committee on Claims reported a bill 
for the relief of Daniel Carroll, of Duddington, and others ; twice 
read and committed. — . sce Se 

Mr. Ricu, fromthe Committee on Claims, reported a bill forthe 
relief of Loudon Chase; twice read and committed. , 

Mr. M‘Durrtr, ffom the Committee to whom was referred the 
consideration of the expediency of recommending to the several 
States, the adoption of certain amendments to the Constitution, 
made a report, (fol. 107) accompanied by a joint resolution, in the 
words following : Resolved, &c. ‘That the following amendment tothe 
Constitution of the United States be proposed to the Legislatures 
of the several States, which. when-ratified by three-fourths thereof, 
shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of the said 
Constitution : 

“For the purpose of choosing a President and Vice President 
of the United States, each State shall be divided by the Legisla- 
ture thereol, into so many Districts as the State shall be entitled 
to Representatives in Congress, and each District shall be com- 
posed of contiguous or coterminons territory, and contain, as nearly 
as may be conveniently, the number of persons for whom the State 
is entitled to a Representative according to the apportionment ; 
which Districts, when laid off, may not be altered, uvatil.after ano- 
ther census shall have been taken. The inhabitants of each of 
the said Districts, who shall have the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most aumerous branch of the State Legislature shall 
appoint one Elector of President and Vice President, having the 
same qualifications. The Electors appointed shall meet in their 
respective States, and appoint the two other Electors to which the 
State is entitled, and also fill up vacancies, if such, there shall be, 
{rom death, sickness, inability, or non-attendance, of Electors ap- 
pointed by the people. The whole number of Electors of each 
State shall then vote, by ballot, for the President and Vice Presi- 
dent, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same 
State with themselves. They shall name in their ballots the per- 
son voted for as President, and, in distinct ballots, the-person 
voted for as Vice President ; and they shall make lists of all per- 
sons voted for as President, and of ail persons voted for as Vice 
President, showing the number of votes given for each, which ists 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit, sealed up, to the seat of 
the government of the United States, directed to the President of 
the Senate, who, on receiving the same, shall call a joint meeti 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, in which he shall 
preside. He shall, in the presence of such joint meeting, open all 
the certificates, and the votes shall be counted. If any pergon 
shall have the votes of a majority of the whole number of Electors 
appointed, he shall be the President; and if no person shall have 
the votes of such majority, the President of the Senate shall, by 
proclamation, and by notification to the Executive of each State, 
as also to each of the Electors appointed, declare the fact, that no 
person is chosen President, and the names of the persons having 
the two highest numbers of votes. ‘The Electors shall thereupon 
meet ugain in their respective States; fill. up vacancies im their 

Fany shall have occured, from death, sickness, inability, or 
failure to attend, of any of the Electors previously appointed, and 
shall then proceed to vote for one of the persons, as President, 
who, at the first meeting; fad one of the two highest numbers of 
votes of all the electors ; they shall make and transmit, as already 











The report of the Committee on Claims, unfavourable to the 


prescribed, lists of the persons voted for at the second meeting, 
which shall be counted in like manner as the votes given at the 


first meeting ; if, on counting the votes given by the electors of 


petition of Hanson Kelly, of Newbern, N. C, was taken up, and” such second meeting, it shall appear that one of the persons who 
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had one of the two highest numbers of the votes given at the first 
meeting; has a majority of the votes of all the electors given at the 
second meeting, he shall be the President ; and if no person has 
such majority, the members of the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, in joint meeting, shall without separating, voting indivi- 
dually, and not by states. choose the President, in manner follow- 
ing ; @ majority of the whole number of Senators and Representa. 
tives present, and voting, being necessary to a choice; if there be 
two or more persons each of whom have the bighest number of 
electoral votes, given at the second meeting, each one of them shall 
be chosen ; if there be only one person having the highest number 
of electoral votes, less than a majority, one of the persons who 
have one of the two bighest numbers of votes, shall be chosen; 
whenever more than two persons shall be eligible by the joint meet- 
ing, and no choice shall be made on the first ballot, the number 
shall be reduced, by dropping those who shall receive the smailest 
number of votes, until no more than two remain, one of whom 
shall be chosen ; if two persons shall receive an equal number of 
votes, being each one moiety of the whole number given, he who 
had the highest number of .electoral votes, given at the second 
meeting, shall be the President ; and if they had an equal number 
of votes at such second meeting, he who had the highest number 





of electoral votes given at the first meeting, shall be the President, 
and if they had an equa! number of electoral votes, given at the 
first meeting also, then the Senators and Representatives shall bal- 
lot until one of them is chosen. 

The person having the highest number of votes as Vice Presi- 
dent, given at the first meeting of the electors, shall be the Vice 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number ol 
electors appointed ; and if no person have such majority, and a 
President shall not have been chosen at such first meeting, the 
same proceedings shall be had for the choice of a Vice President 
as are prescribed for the choice of a President; but if, at the first 
meeting of the electors, a President shall have been chosen, and a 
Vice President shall not have beea chosen, then, from the persons 


having the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose | 


ak 


tugas, and at or near Cape Florida, and that he also report whether 
the security of the navigation of the Gulf stream between Florida 
and the Bahama Banks, does not require the erection of light 
houses or beacons, or the placipg of buoys or floating lights on 
some other places on or near the coast of Florida. (1) 

Resolved, That the President-of the United States be requested 
to negotiate with the Government of Great Britain, for a cession of 
so much land on the Island of Abaco, at or near the Hole in the 
Wall ; and on such other place within the acknowledged dominion 
of that crown on the Islands, Keys, or Shoals on the Bahama Banks, 
as may be necessary for the erection and support of Light Houses, 
Beacons, Buoys, or Floating Lights, for the security of navigation 
over and near the said Banks, and to be used solely for such pur- 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to ascertain, 
and report to this House, whether the rocks called the Double 
Headed Shot Keys, or any other of the rocks or desert islets near 
the Bahama Banks, but separated therefrom by a deep channel, 
and on which the security of navigation of the Gulf of Florida 
requires that Light Houses or Beacons should be placed, are with- 
in the dominion of any, and what, foreign kingdom or state, or 
whether they are not now subject to be appropriated by the right 
of occupancy. (3) 

Mr. Herrick presented the following: Resolved, That the Post- 
master General de directed to lay belore this House, a statement 
of the extent of each Post route in the United States, the number 
of miles the mail is annually transported og each route, with the 
annual expense of transportation under existing contracts, and the 
amount of postage which accrved in each route, after deducting 
the compensation of Postmasters, and incidental expenses for one 
year next preceding the first day of April last. (4) 

On motion of Mr. Laruror, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads be directed to consider the expe- 
diency of discontinuing the Post-route from Springfield, in Massa- 
chusetts, to Stafford in Connecticut. 

Mr. Brent, of Louisiana, moved that the memorial from Ms 








the Vice President ; a quorum for the purpose-sball consist of two 
thirds of the whole number of Senators; and a majority of the 
number present, and voting, shal! be necessary to a choice. 

The Congress may, by law, fix the day for appointing electors 
for President and Vice President, and the days for giving their 
votes the first and second time, which days shall be the same 
throughout the United States ; and the day for giving their votes 
the first time, shall be not less than ten, nor more than twenty, 
days from the day fixed for the appointment of electors. 

The Legislature of each state shall have power to appoint the 
places of holding elections for the appointment of electors, to pre- 
scribe the manner of yoting, and to provide for the appointment of 
proper persons to conduct such elections, with authority to declare, 
definitively the result thereof; but the Congress may, by law, 
make or alter such regulations, and may also lay off into districts, 
for appointing Electors, any State. the Legislature whereof shall 
have friled to lay off the same as herein directed.” 

This resolution was twice read, and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Mr. M‘Durrie, from the same Committee, also reported the 
following : Resolved, &c. ‘That the following amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States be proposed to the Legislatures 
of the several states, which, when ratified by three-fourths thereof, 
shall be part of said Constitution : 

“ For the purpose of electing representatives in Congress, each 
state shall be divided, by the Legislature thereof, into as many 
districts as will equal the number of Representatives to which 
such state may be entitled in Congress, and each district shall be 
composed of contiguous or conterminous territory, and contain, as 
neatly as may be conveniently, the number of persons which en- 
titles the state toa repre-entative in Congress, according to the 
apportionment; which districts when laid off, chall not be altered 
until after another census shall be taken. Each of the said dis- 
tricts shall elect one Representative to Congress, and the times, 
places, and manner, of hoiding the elections in the said districts 
shall be prescribed by the Legislature, of the states respectively ; 
but the Congress may, at any time, by law, make or alter such 
regulations.” ~ ' 

This resolve was also twice read, and committed. ; 

' Mr. Lavineston, of Louisiana, offered the following : Resolved, 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report what 
progress bas been made in erecting light houses on the Dry ‘Tor- 





Coxe, agent of the Marquis of Maison Rouge, be referred to select 
committee .* 

Mr. Cocke called for the decision of the House, as to the con- 
sideration of the question now, which, being decided in the affir- 
mative, the memorial after some debate was referred to the Com- 
mittee on private Land Claims. . 

Mr. Breox offerredthe following: Resolved, That the Se 
eretary of the ‘Treasury be directed to furnish this House with 
the amount of exports from the United States to Greece, Asia 
Minor, and Egypt, during the years 1820, 1821, and 1822: also, the 
amount of imports therefrom for the same period : distinguishing, 
in separate columns, the countries now under thé control of the 
Turkish government from those possessed by the Greeks in arms: 
also, the amount of duties paid on said imports into the treasury of 
the United States. (5) ‘ 

On motion of Mr. M‘Cor, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire iato the expe- 
diency of discontinuing that part of the Post route from Morgan- 
town, in Virginia, to Lewisburg, which lies between Booth’s Ferry 
and Pocahontas Courthouse. . 

The report of the Committee of Claims, unfavourable to’ the 
petition of Garret Fountain, which was some days ago laid on the 
table, was taken up and read. 





* Mr. Cocke wished to refer the claim to the standing Committee’on Public 
Lands instead of a Select one. The great amount, importance, and intrieacy, of 
the claim, were the reasons assigned for the referring it to a select committee, 
which was objected to on the ground that select committees were always sup- 
posed to be favourable to any subject referred to them, whilst standing commit- 
tees, selected without reference to any particular claim or object, might be con- 
sidered in the light of impartial tribunals, fully possessed, by experience and in- 
quiry, of the law, and the principles applicable to cases brought before them. 

Mr BRENT explained the motives which induced him to make his motion. 
Standing between his country and his constituents, it was his desire to see jus- 
tice administered, As his constituents were opposed to this Claim, he might him- 
self be supposed hostile to it. The claim covers an extentsive tract of country 
—it covers thirty-five miles square; nearly the whole of the county of Wash- 
ing.on, As it stood at present, the United States could not bring this tract into 
market. His only object was to obtain a report during this session; and it was 
matter of indifference to him, what was the decision. If the committee on 
Public Lands would have time to report, his object would be obtained, but he 
expressed his doubts on that subject, founded on the opinion of the chairman 
of the committee. 

Those who engaged in this debate were, on the one side, Mr, Cocxr, Mr. 
STERLING, Mr. Conmict, and Mr, Foor; and, on the other, Mr. Bhuwt, Mr. 














LIVERMORE, and Mr. MALLARY, 
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Mr. 'I'yson moved that the word ‘ol,’ in the report, which 
determines against the petitioner be stricken out. : , 

On which, Mr. Wivuiams called for the. reading of a-report.of 
the Third Auditor, on the case involved in the bill; after which, 

Mr. Srones moved that the report be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole, and be printed; which was carried. 


Mr. Wittisms, from the Committee on Claims, reported unfa- 


vourably on the petitions of William and Jobn Pierce, John Whip- 
ple, and Jacob Snider; which were laid on the table. 

‘The House then went into a Committee of the Whole, Mr. La- 
rHRor in the Chair, on the bill for the relief of Jeremiah Manning, 
of New Jersey ; which, having been considered, was reported with- 
out amendment; and it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The House went into a committee of the Whole, Mr. Connicr 
in the Chair on the bill for the relief of Thomas W. Bacot, | Post- 
master of Charleston, S. C. appropriating a sum of money paid by 
him for amount of a reward paid for apprehension of a mail rob- 
ber.]. The report of the committee upon the case having been 
read, the committee rose and reported the bill without amend- 
ment, and it was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. © 

‘The House went into a committee of the whole, (Mr. Suarre 
in the chair,) on the bill for the relief of Jacob Shaeffer, (a corpo- 
ral in the army,) who obtained his discharge after twenty months’ 
service, and now asks for the bounty in-land; and the report of 
the committee on Private Land Claims, on the petition, having 
been read, Mr. Sten.ine, of Connecticut, moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill,* the motion was negatived, and the bill 
being reported to the House, was ordered. to be engrossed fora 
third reading. And then the House adjourned. 


Tuesday, December 23d, 1823.—Sixteenth day. 


Mr. Fioyp, of Virginia, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. 

Mr. Newton, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a 
bill for the relief Wm. Barker and others ; which was twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Wensrer, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill from the Senate, supplementary to the act 
“‘ for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt,” reported the same, 
with an amendment, changing the whole tenor of the bill.7 

The House concurred in the amendment reported*by the Com- 
mittee ; and thus amended, the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. Camesect, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John Jenkins ; which was twice 
read and committed to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Campset., from the same Committee, reported a bill for 
the relief of William Kendall ; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Wesrstenr, from the Committee on the Judiciary, moved to 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition of sundry in- 
habitants of Pembina, or lord Selkirk’s Settlement, on Red River 
of Hudson Bay, on the ground that there was nothing in their pe- 


tition’ upon which the Judiciary Committee could act; which } 


motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Wesster, from the same Committee, reported a bill to re- 
peal in part an act, entitled “An act to lessen the compensation 
for Marshals, Clerks, and Attorneys, in the cases therein men 
tioned,”—which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. Wepsren, from the same Committee, reported a bill ‘“‘con- 
cerning costs in certain cases,’ [allowing costs in all cases where 
Patentees recover more than $100.] ‘Twice read, and committed. 

Mr. Lirrce, from the Committee on Pensions and Revolution- 





® This motion was supported by Mr. STERLING, and opposed by Mr, W. 
Smita, of Vir. and Mr. CampsEx1, of Ohio, the chairman of the committee 
which reported it. 

+Mr. W. explained the grounds on which the Committee on the Judiciary had 
proposed this amendment. The act of 1800, he said, provided that the oath, 
in the ease of insolvent debtors, should be administered by the District Judge ; 
but, if he resides more than twenty miles from the place of imprisonment, then 
the oath mayabe administered by a Commissioner, to be appointed by the Dis- 
trict Judge. The bill from the Senate proposes to provide, further, that, where 
a citation has been issued, in case of absence or inability of the Judge, &c. the 
oath may be administered by a Cemmissioner, according to the mode prescribed 
by the act of 1800, The Committee of this House, on examining the subject, 
thought it better'to provide that in all cases the required oath may be adminis- 


tered by a Judge of the Supreme Court, the Distriet Judge of the District in which | 


he resides, or by any Commissioner appointed by either of them. In the shape in 
which the bill came from the Senate, it would not afford a remedy, it was be- 
Tieved, in the very case which gave rise to it, 








ary Claims, reported unfavorably on the petitions-of Willian 
Broadus, Nathaniel White, Charles Miles, and Andrew Garner 
Laas the sate. Byes > 2 OR 

r. Lirrne, from the same Committee, reported a> bill for the 
relief of Sarah Chitwood, (widow of a Captain in the Tennessee 
| militia,) twiee read and referred. ee 


: 


A niessage was received from the President by Mr. Mosher, | 
Secretary, relative to progress made in determining the L hing 
of the Capitol.—Read and referred to Library Committee. — 

The resolutions yesterday submitted by Mr. Livineson, (1) 
|(2) (3) were then taken up and agreed to without opposition.* ; 
The resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Henaicx, (4) was 

called up and adopted, 

The resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. Breca, (5): was 
‘taken up, and [after some time’ spent in debate in which the 
speakers were Messrs. Breck, Newron, Camsre enc, Weesrer, 
Wooo of N. Y, and Storrs, was on motion of Mr. Breck,] order. 
ed to lie on the table. ; , 


| Mr. Mautary submitted the following : Resolved, That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be requested to lay before this House 
such information as he may possess (and which may be disclosed 
without injury to the public good) relative to the determination of 
any sovereign or combination of sovereigns to assist Spain in the 
subjugation of her late colonies on the American continent, and 
whether any government of Europe is disposed or determined to 
— any aid or en which such sovereign or combina- 
ion of sovereigns may a to Spain for the subjugation 

late Colonies above mentioned. (a) : a od 

On motion of Mr. PLumer, of New Hampshire: Resolved, That 
the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire” into 
the expediency of providing by law for compelling the attendance 
of witnesses before Commissioners named in commissions issued 
by the Courts of the United States, for taking evidence in other 
Districts of the United States than those where the Courts are 
held ; and, also, into the expediency of establishing, by law, a 


mode of taking evidence in equity cases, de sep gr te 
of the United States. " pending in the Courts 


Mr. Cook, of Illinois, offered the following : Resolved, That a 
committee be appointed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill to provide for the appointment of a Board of Commis- 


*Mr, L. ovserved, in relation to the first of thein, that he wa & thi 
measures had already been taken by Government, akc kerf} gh bri ioe 
of light houses on two of the points referred to, viz: on the Dry Tortugas, and 
at or near Cape Florida. But, although the necessary surveys were nearly 
completed, much time must unavoidably elapse before a report of the proceed- 
ings could be laid before the Department to which they: appertained; and, in 
the mean while, sufficient information might be laid before Congress to auiho- 
rize them to act upon the subject, so that the Secretary of the Treasury could 
| advertise, the ensuing season, for contracts for erecting the several works con- 
: templated in. the resolutions. Those works, Mr. L. said, were of pressing ne- 
| nessity. ‘The navigation of the seas, over and within the vicinity of the Baba- 
' ma Barks, was exposed to very great danger, and had already suffered much 
| from shipwrecks. Not to mention the losses which had thus occurred to vessels 
| in the merchant service, the United States had suffcred, in wrecks of her public 
| armed vessels, in those seas, more than would have sufficed to cover the expertise 
| of the entire system of measures proposed in these resolutions. 
The, second resolution, he conceived to be necessary for makin iga- 
tion of the Bahama Channel, both ways, secure. Ships were coniuaciytiie: 
; sing over the Bahama Banks, where the water was shallow, and the neighboring 
| land very low ; in consequence of which, they were imminently exposed to shi 5 

wreck, The wrecks on Abasco alone would, he said, amount'to an by ot 
sum. A light-house on that Island, at or near the site of the Holein the Wall 
would greatly, if not entirely, remove the danger which now existed; and. fen 
der navigation safe. But, for the erection of such light-hodse, previous negoa- 
tiation would be necessary, in order to Obtain the ground on which to build it 
Of the success of such negotiation there could be no doubt. The British Govern: 
ment had no interest hostile to such a measure; but, on the contrary, the 
were interested inits favor, for the same reason with ourselves, although not 4 
the same extent. Besides the spots on which light-houses were erected, thore 
were others which ought to be designated by buoys, ‘ 

The third resolution, Mr. Ly said, was intended to obtain information in ré- 
spect to a class of islets, concerning the true jurisdiction of which he confessed 
| himself to be.ignorant ; he meant those small rocky islands which are separat- 
'ed from the Bahama Bank by deep channels, and therefore might possibly be 

considered as not included in the British jurisdiction, which contessdiliy ens 
‘tends over the Bank itself. Tf, on investigation, it should appear that these 
| islets do belong to Great Britain, then they would be included inthe range of 
the second resolution, which relates to the cession of the requisite territory for 
| light-houses and beacons. But if, on the contrary, it should be ascertained that 
‘they are not British tetritory, then a question would arise, whether they were 

















| tions to occupancy for no other purpose than that proposed in the resolation. 

| They contain, in general, no soil, being little more than bare rocks washed by 

_ the sea, yet are of such formation as te.admit of the placing of buoys and bea* 
cons upon them for the warning and direction of the mariner, &, 





| not liable to beeome ours by right of occupancy. They would afford tempta~ 
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‘olla to examine and adjust.all claims to land by individuals 
aa t the United States, where such claims depend on titles de- 
rived either from any law of the United States, or act of any for- 
eign. governments, and which bave been granted to the United 
States by virtue of any treaty or compact with such foreign go- 
vernments.* 2 

Mr. Foor, of Conn. moved to lay the resolution on the table.— 
Negatived, 75 to 65. ‘ ap 

Mr. Connect moved to amend the resolution so as to inquire ia- 
to the expediency of reporting a plan, &e. Pees 

Mr. Coox accepted this amendment as a modification of his mo- 
tion. [He said it would probably answer his purpose as well as 

is original motion. 

a ehas We atinsdion! of North Carolina, moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, so as to direct the Committee on the Public Lands, instead 
of a Select Committee, to inquire into the subject. 

Mr. RAN«in proposed, as a modification of the motion of Mr. 
Wu11aMs, an amendment which went to refer the subject to the 
Committee on Public Lands, with greater latitude for inquiry than 
the resolution as it stands would allow to them. 

Mr. Wiiiiams withdrew his motion, to make way for Mr. Ran- 

*s; when ; 
eho chain proceeded to the Orders of the Day, which su- 
persedes, for the present day the further discussion of original mo- 


a engrossed bill for the relief of Jeremiab Manning, and the 


rossed bill forthe relief of Thomas W. Bacot, were then se- 
“ae wots third time, passED, and sent to the Senate for con- 
omThe farther consideration of the bill for the relief of Jacob 
Schaeffer, was postponed to Friday next.— Adjourned. 
“Wednesday, December 24, 1823.—Seventeenth day. 


Mr. M‘Laxe, from the Committee of Ways and Means, report- 
ed “ A’ bill for the relief of certain distillers, in the county of 
Berks, in the state of Pennsylvania ;” twice read, and committed. 

Mr. M‘Laxe, from the same Committee, reported “A bill mak- 
ing provisions for a Private Secretary of the President of the 
United States ;” which was twice read and committed. 

Mr. M‘Lane, from the same Committee, made an unfavorable 
report on the claim of Harrison Allmand, administrator of James | 
R. Barnet; in which the House concurred. 

Mr. Ranxix, from the Committee:on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill making provisons for the correction of errors 
in the entry of lands at the Land Offices, reported the bill with an 
amendment, by which the whole of the former bill, afier the en- 
acting clause, was stricken out, and a new bill substituted. 

The bill was read, as amended, and referred. 

Mr. Ranx1n, from the same committee, reported a bill granting 
to the “Ferritory of Arkansas the right of pre-emption to certain 
quarter sections of land; which was twice read and commitied. 

Mr Coox, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill 
“ appropriating a certain sum of money to Benjamin Huffman, of 
the State of Indiana ;” read twice and committed. 








#Mr. C. said, that something more than four years experience in the House | 
had led him to the conclusion, that much of the time of the House might be | 
saved by the establishment of a tribunal of the description which he proposed, 
and much of the money of the People, too, the expenditure of which is caused | 
by the protracted Sessions of Congress. It had long been a desirable object to | 
take from this House a great portion of the labor which grows out of the iuves- 
tigation of these claims. It was impossible, indeed, from the nature of things, 
that the House could thoroughly understand and correctly decide upon the vast 
number of claims which are continually presented for their consideration. His 
object, then, was, that some pian should be presented to the House, the details 
of which might become a subject of consideration after the bill was reported. | 
He adverted to the fact, that more than a million of acres of land are reserved | 
from sale for the purpose of satisfying such claims as should be found admissi- q 
ble, which claims have been kept in suspense, some of them for nearly a quar- 
ter of a century, aud ail of them too long. Injustice was thus done to the go- | 
vernment, by keeping up the land from sale, or to the individuals who claim it 
by withbolding from them their right. A Board of Commissioners, if establish- 
ed, might either pass upon the claims definitively, or collect evidence, and di- | 
gest and report to Congress, with their opinion thereupon. More justice would } 
in this manner be done, as well as much time be saved. For the last four years 
it had been seen that many measures of national importance had been entirely | 
passed over, for the want of time on the part of the House to.act upon 
them.  In-consequence of the time occupied by the discussion of land claims, in | 
which Members felt, for their constituents, a deep interest the great subject of | 
Manufactures, for example, among many others, had been tossed aside, or per- ' 





Mr. Wiu1ans, from the Committee of Claims, reporied a bil! 
for the relief of Samuel Wharton (who had been deputy to one o1 
the Marshals to take the census in South Curolina ;) twice read 
and committed. 

Mr. Hemputit, from the Committee on Boads and Canals, re- 
ported a bill to authorize the survey and makitig of a road: from 
Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, to Little Rock, in the Ter- 
ritory of Arkansas ; twice read and committed. 

Mr. Hempaicy, from the same Committee, reported a bill *« to 
authorize the laying out and opening of certain public roads in the 
Territory of Florida ;” which was twice read and referred. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from the 
Postmaster General, relative to the distributiog offices throughout 
the United States; laid on the table. 

Mr. Coox’s resolution, proposing the erection of a Board for 
the investigation of Land Claims of individuals against the United 
States, which was yesterday submitted was again taken up for 
consideration. 

Mr. Rawxin offered an amendment, which strikes out all the 
original resolution after the word “ Resolved,” and substitutes the 
following words : 

‘“ ‘That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for the decision, by 
some tribunal, of all claims to lands in Louisiana, Mississippi. 
Alabama, and Missouri, and in the Territory of Arkansas, which 
claims have been heretofore presented to some one of the Boards 
of Commissioners heretofore appointed to examine titles and claims 
to land in said states and territory, but which have not been final- 
ly acted upon, because the quantity claimed exceeded that which 
said Boards were severally authorized to confirm or report to 
Congress for confirmation.” 

On motion of Mr. Scorr, the resolution and amendment were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker laid befure the House, a communication fron the 
Department of State, respecting sick or disabled American sea< 
men sent to the hospitals in Liverpool; which was laid on the 
table. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a communication from 
the Department of War, on the petition of Charles Burton, which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The Resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Maruary, (1) was 
taken up. and agreed to without opposition. 

On-motion of Mr. Tucker, of Va. the correspondence between 
the United States and the French government relative to the claim 
of Beaumarchais, communicated to the House at the first session 
of the seventeenth Congress by the President, was referred to a 
Select Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Gurney: Resolved, That the Committee on 
Public Lauds be directed to inquire into the expediency of inceas- 
ing the salary of the Register and Receiver of the Land Office at 
St. Helena Court House, in the State of Louisianz. 

On motion of Mr. F. Jounson: Resolved, That the Committ 
on the Judiciary. be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a Judicial District in Kentucky, ou the south side of 
Green River. 

On motion of Mr. Buck, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Military Affairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the Secretary of War to permit the issue of ammunition 
to Capt. Alden Partridge, superintendeat of the American Litera- 
ry, Scientific, and Military Academy, for the improvement of the 
pupils of said Academy in practical gunnery.* 

Mr. Livincston offered the following, which was laid on the 











misted to slumber on the tables. It was to endeavor to provide a remedy for 
vais crying evil, that he had proposed this resolution,. 


* Mr. B. said, he wished to explain to the House the object aimed at by the 
resolution. It merely proposes to instruct the Committee on Military Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency of issuing such ammunition as might. be necessary 
for improving the young men who were students under Captain Partridge, in the 
practical past of the art of gunnery, and other military scienee connected with 
it. It was conceded by all that his institution was of great utility. It ope- 
rated as a powerful auxiliary to the progress of military science in our coun- 
try. There were at present in it one hundred and fifly-five receiving instruction 
in the various branches of military education; all which were taught with ac- 
knowledged ability. But it was not to be expected, that the resources of an 
individual could provide for the expenses of practical, as wellas theoretica) jn- 
struction. All that he asked, in order to perfect this department of the Aca- 
demy, was the issue, at the expense of Government, of so much ammunition as 
was requisite forpractising the students in the use of fire arms, avd in the 
application of the principles of gunnery. The quantity was left wholly to 
the discretion of the Committee, and. could not be large, The Government, 
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table: Resolved, That provision ,ought to be made by law for in- 
creasing the establishment of the Military Academy at West Point, 
so as to admit 500 Cadets'as students in the same; and that the 
Committee on that part of the President’s Message whieb relates 
tothe Military Academy, be directed to prepare and bring iu a 
bill accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. M‘Anravur, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 





viding a more adequate punishment than is provided by the ex- 
isting Jaws, for Postmasters and other persons employed io the 
management or transportation of the mail, who may be guilty of 
robbing the same. 

‘Phe House then proceeded to the Orders of the Day. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled * An act supplementary. to 
an act entitled ‘ An act for the relief of persons imprisoned for 
debt,’ ” as yesterday amended in this House, was read a thifd time, 
PASSED, afid returned to the Senate for concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 

(Mv.'B. observed) has not only a general interest in this Institution, as one 
eminently promoting the improvement of military science; but a particular. 
and direct interest in it, arising from the fact, that of the students at this mo- 
ment receiving its benefits held several appoiatments in the United States’ navy, 
and some who contemplated procuring appoiatments in the army. 

(To be continued.) 











AMENDMENT to the CONSTITUTION. 


Revonr of the Select Commitice, appointed on the 5th instant, to take into 
consideration the subject of amending the Constitution of the United 
States, in respect to the Election of a President and Vice-President 
of the United States; accompanied with a joint Resolution to effect 


that object. 

The Seleet Committee, raised for the purpose of “inquiring into the expediency 
of recommending to the several States the propriety of amending the Constitution 
of the United States, in such manner, that the mode of cleeting the Members of 
the House of Representatives in Congress may be uniform throughout the United 
States; also, that the mode of choosing Electors of President and Vice-President 
of the United States, may be, in like manner, uniform ; and also, that the elec- 
tion of the satd officers may, in no event, devolve upon the House of Representa- 
tives.” have had under consideration the subjects committed to their charge, and 
ask leave to submit the following Report, with the accompanying Resolutions : 

Tur Committee profoundly impressed with the importance of the propositions 
efabraced in the Resolution under which they have been appointed, have felt a cor- 
responding sense of the nae Ra and difficulty of the duty imposed apon them by 
the order of the House. To devise a plan for the election of Members of the House 
of Representatives, and of the President and Vice-President of the United States, 
which will correct existing, and obviate impending evils, and at the same time har- 
monize the conflicting views of States, variously situated and variously affected by 
it, has been the anxious desire and laborious effort of the committee. How far 
they have been successful in accomplishing these great objects, they submit it to the 
indulgence and liberality of the House to determine. 

The Constitution of the United States provides, that “ the times, places, and man- 
ner of holding elections for Representatives, shall be prescribed, in each State, by 
the Legislature thereof; that Congress may, at any time, by law, make or alter 
such regulations.” [t also provides that,“ each State shall appoint, in such man- 
ner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number of Electors, equal to the whole 
aumber of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in 
Congress.” 3% 

The plan submitted by the Committee, proposes, that each State shall be divided 
into as many disiriets as will equal the number of Representatives to whick the State 
may be entitled in Congress, and that each of the said districts shall elect one Re- 

resentative. It also, proposes, that each of the said districts shall choose one 

lector of President and Vice-President of the United States, and that. the Elec- 
tors thus appointed, in each State, shall choose the two additional Electors to which 
the Siate ts entitled. 

From this collated view of the existing provisions and proposed amendments of 
the Constitution, it will be seen that a fundamental change is contemplated, in re- 
ference to the mode of choosing membersof the House of Representatives, and Elec- 
tors of Président and Vice-Prosident ef the United States. It is a change, howev- 
er, which counts among its strongest claims to our favorable consideration, its ab- 
polute efficacy in preventing changes. For, it will fix, upen uniform and permanent 
principles, those creative operations of popular sovereignty, which are now liable 
to be controlled by the diversified and clashing expedients of twenty-four states, 
mutually independent. Indeed, an attentive considera-tion of the mature and func- 
tions of a written Constitution, will lead us to the extraordinary hat manifest con- 
clusion, that, in relation to the mode of choosing the pepe branch of the Na- 
tional Legislature, and of the chief executive magistrate of the Republic, we have no 
constitutional provision at all. A fixedness and permanence, not liable to be distar- 
bed by ordinary acts of legislation, are essentially involved in the elementary no- 
tion of a constitution. Accordingly, in alfgovernmeats having any just pretensions 
to civilization or freedom, it bas been a primary ohject to secure those fundamental 
canons which give organization and impulse to the political system, against any chan- 
ges proceeding from an authority less solemn and weighty, than the source of so- 
voreigaty itself. To secure liberty against the, violent tyranny of suceessive and 
temporary factions, and also against the more systematic encroachments of ambition, 
this extraordinary stability of the law which constitutes the goveramenthas been found, 
by universal experience, to be an indispensable safeguard. Yet, in direct viola- 
tion of this primary and esscutial principle of regulated freedom, the very founda- 
tions of the two most important branches of this government, are permitted to fluc- 
tuate with the mutable counsels of twenty-four separate Legislatures. ‘The commit- 
tee, therefore, believe, that swt ye proposed is reeommended not less by the consi- 
deration that it permanently and uniformly fixes-the rule which it introduces, 





by the intrinsic superiority of that rale to any other that has been adopted, amidst the 
chanegs incident to the existing state of constitutional laxity. 

Under the existing system, if system that may be called, which is without system, 
the inquiry in the respective states is not w tich is intrinsically the best mode of 


, and district systems of electing the 








of the United States, but what is the best defensive lent to. counte 
regulations of other siates, and secure the utmost lative: a he io the waive coe ; 
Union The party which happens to have the ascendency will thus be titnished 
with pretexts, at least plausible and imposing, for the adoption of measures caicy 
lated to deprive the minority of thes just rights, and tending to produce, ag they i ‘ 
variably have produced, that acrimonious political excitement which inevit ric 
suits from injustice and oppression, ‘however disguised or palliated ‘anptived ef 
public expediency. ‘fo prevent majorities from exercising this sort oppression 
is eee — eee shnee of a written constitution. eo? 
i ese general preliminary views, the committee will Separate 
consideration of the amend-ments embraced in thé plan subsaiivedt so the bile ms 
It has been seen that the “ times, places, and manner,” of electing the members f 
this house, are now fiable to be prescribed by the Legislatures of the several states 
subject to the controlling and superseding power of Congress. Said nid 
n addition to the remarks already made on the politi-cal solecism of placing it in 
= ere of waren pr yeoeers virtually to change the Constitution of the Union 
mmitiee und to examine bri r 
i oA 2 ine briefly the nature and tendency of the power 
itshould ever happen to this, as it has h ned to all o i t 
the administration of the Republic should fall into the Mencteof o faetegrerane 
who, having required power by corrupt combinations, would be dis , 
in eo to the will of the 
terests, the power in question would become exceeding is im such 
periods that the barriers of the constitution are most seat ‘ reg tk ieee 
periods that those, frum whose reluctant grasp the sceptre of dominion is about to be 
wrested by an indignant people, are exposed to the strongest human tion to 
perpetuate their authority by every desperate expedient not absolutely ibited.. 
And does not the Constitution almost literally place in their hands precisely snéh 
an expedient, in the power of regulating the elections of the members of this body ? Tt 
is susceptible of demonstration, that the elections might be so arranged by a party in 
power, that a small minority of the people would-elect a majority of the national 
representatives. The mode of operation would be various, according to varying cir- 
cumstances. Sometimes the object would be a i y changi J the +e ti 
to the general ticket system} sometimes by an artificial arraii ed of diawheis ; 
and sometimes by a skilfel combination of both. As nothing tes rate for a 
faction struggling for existence, let us suppose that they should pr ibe; as they 
would have the peat power to prescribe, that, in all those states ‘where : 
majority of the people were favorable to their purposes, the representatives should be 
elected by a general ticket, thus suppressing the veice of the minority; and, that alf 
the states opposed to their domination, should be divided into districts in such manner 
that the mimority of the people should elect a majority of r resentatives. “As ex- 
amples of such high-handed proceedings are already to be found in the history of 
several of the state governments, the te greg that the genera! government, with 
more powerfal inducements to mish it, will, at some future period pursue 2 
similar course, caunot be considered extravagant or improbable. 
: iy he committee, therefore, feel the deepest conviction, that the powcr now vested 
in Congress, of controling the election of itsown members, is utterly inconsistent with 
every just conception of constitutional liberty, and ought no longer to exist 
Having thus attempted to show the necessity of a plan of such rmaneace as e- 
ually to exclude the disturbing influence, both of the general and state governments 
the committee propose to examine the comparative advantages of the general ticket 
i S representatives in- Congress. i 
Pa ce that a just regard for the relative weight of ebide atie in soe inet a 
e Union, requires that one or the other of the systems should prevail in all the 
states. Upon any question of national policy, in relation to which the ‘interests or 
wishes of two states should stand mutually opposed, it would be obviously un} 
that the one should have, by means of a general ticket, an undivided vote in this 
house ; while the other, electing by districts, might be almost neutralized by her divi- 
sions. It remains, therefore, only that we inquire which of the two systems is intrin- 


to retain it 


' sically the best. 


_In tavor of the general ticket system, it has been urged, with i i 
bility, that, by extending the sphere of selection, the elites of conpethark: tak: 
— arena will be proportionably increased, and that the influence of 
a gues, who can only operate effectually in a smal! sphere, will be greatly di- 

it cannot be denied that it sometimes happens, that a particular district mi 
lect a representative residing out of its limite, & better qnalvied than any resi vag eo 
them ; but it is to be remarked, that there is nothing in the system pro which 
will prevent a district from electing any resident citizen of the state, without regard 
to the particular place of his residence. It is true, that each district will genera 
clect one of its own citizens, from obvious considerations justifying the preference 
But this, so far from being an objection, would tend to produce a distribution of the 
talent ao ring ma onary ci be ne ove : for, it has been found that talents, like 
eve ing else, will naturally see e m i i 
priate reward 4 y arket which promises the most appro- 

at part of the argument under consideration, which assum istri 

| tem is calculated to give to the arts of dema res an aaa caendiots —e aby 
of a more serious consideration. It will*be admitted that this system enables ; 
constituent to become better acquainted with his representative, than is practicable 
under the other. Can it be maintained then, that, in propertion as we increase the 
opportunities of the People, to obtain a knowledge of the character and qualifi- 
cations of the candidates, we diminish the chances of a judicions selection? Is it 
true, that, in a fair co ition before the people, art and hypocrisy will il 
over talent, integrity, and independence? Qn the centrary, it is confidently beliey- 
ed, that truth wall ultimately prevail in all competitions before the people, if main- 
tained with an ability and firmpess equal to that by which error is supported y 
Prppesiean is the biass upon which only a representative democracy can be sustained 

If it be not true, it then becomes expedient to devise some scheme which will vite 
tually take from the people the elective power. And, the committee are of opinion 
that the general ticket system is precisely of this description. . 


Ina state of any considerable extent, almost every idate must, i nature 
of things, be unknown to the great dy of the pe she. They, pM vote 
by faith,,and not by knowledge; and the few dintintaiahed politicians who are select: 





ed to concentrate the ular opinion, acquire a control-over it litt 
the power of absolute disation. Universal ‘eiiguiiend teaches us bore fos ae 
are to be found of sufficient firmness and purity to resist the temptation to abuse 
such * aah Cabals and factious combinations, stimulated by selfish views of ag- 
ara sement, are = nerd hat oe sete oe bs 
ut, it is not to be expected that this sort of dominion wil! be quietly tubmitted 

by those politicians whe bine no os init. A contest for the dictatorship Jes 
sues, agitating the community, and oying the harmony of society, by mere 
personal and family feuds, when there is no difference of principle between the 
contending es. ¢ 

Nor would the evil effects of this state of things be confined to the state. As the 
political course ng parties is very much determined by feelings of mutual 


antipathy, it would frequently happen, that, when one party the exist 








choosing representatives in Congress, and electors of President and Vice President 








administration of the general government, the other would stand opposed my 3 





people, and to exert it in opposition to thei in- . 
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Under these cireumstances, every revolution produc 

by the alternate successes and defeats of these riva 
parties, might ia¢rease or diminish the supporters of the 
general government, by the whole number of the repre- 
sentatives of the state in Congress. Besides the muta-| 
bility which would Le thus communicated to the nation- 
al councils, the general government, feeling its power to} 
be identified with the fate-of a state party, would be 
tempted to interfere in the political struggies of that 
state. And, when we consider the effects which might 
be produced by the judicious distribution of pawouage 


suppose it necessary to filtrate the popular will, in |reach of the only existing sourees of political intelligence 
order to purify and enlighten it. The stream of elective |Un the contrary, the great body of the people of the Uni 
sovereignty is.no where so-pure as at its source. Every jted Staies, dispersed over an immeuse region, to whore 
remove from this, is an advance in a course evidently /soil they are attached by the strongest ties, receive dail 
ending in corruption. Indeed, it is apparent, that the!}itt the tanqaillity of retirement, from books, documents, 
framers of the constitution, by ordaining that “eachilegislative discussions, and the chronicles of passin 
istate shall appoint, in such manner as the (egislature events, that knowledge of the affairs of the Republic. 
thereof may prescribe,” the electors of President and|which the Greeks and Romans received almost entire, 
Vice-President, intended to exclude the Jegislatures#/fvom the occasional debates of their orators before the 
from making the appointment themselves. Thatthis isassemblies of the people. It is, therefore, extreme!) 





amongst the leaders iu such contests, we cannot doubs 


the true interpretation of the constitution, is abundantly! obvious, that any inference unfavorable to the political! 
: "ay “Ahess o1sas Seam naante. wtik ’ yawn 
obvious, as well from the fair import of the words of)|capabilities of the Ametican people, which can be cra 








that the facility and the means of such interiercnce, are 


that instrument, as trom the ptofoundest commentary||!*om the history of those republics, must be founded up 





equal to the te on,” 





It may be justly said of the plan of voting by a general, 
ticket, that st is not consistent with the true theory of a 
popular representation. ‘The popular branch of the na-} 
tiowal degislature should exhibit a faithful image of the} 


lever written oa it, The authors of the “ Federalist,”)/00 loose analogies, calculated rather to delude than w 
in speaking of the election of the President, use thece enlighten, aes ‘ 
words: < lees desirable that the sense of ‘the Bers | A comparison between the United States and the cisi- 

Id operate in the choice of 4 person to whom so im- \lized nations of modern times, will lead to results equal 
nta trust could be confided. This end will be an-||ly flattering. 





people. When, for example, a state is divided im its in 
ierests aud opinions, when some districts are agriculte-| 
ral, some manufacturing, and some commercial, aad, if 
you will, when some are republican, and some federal 
each of those districts of le should have a fair re 


swered by committi right of making it, not to any}, All the great political societies of modern Europe 

wae he mee 5 ww Panay er chosen 5 the people for| having a feudal origin, are constructed upon feudal 
ee sinh magnons neat the particular conjuncture.” iprinciples, A permanent ivequality of property, main 
Whatesat objections may be urged against the appoint-|\t4ined by law, and consecrated by usage, has naturally 











nt of the electors by the people, no one, it is presum- jproduced the extremes of a proud aristocracy and ade- 








resentation in Congress. use one interest or on 
eae happen to be inant in a state, it is no ade- 
quate reason that rest should be disfranchised, a 
have no voice in the national.councils. This,. indeed 
would not be a representation of the people, but of th 
states 5 giving to this House a federal, instead of a popu 
lar origin character. Bry 

A little reflection will convince us, that this 1s not: 
mere nominal distinction. Upon all the great politi 
cal questions, by which this, like all other govern- 
nents, must be often divided into parties, the ge 
ticket system, by entirely suppressing the voice of th 
minority, would cause the represcatation from each state 
in Congress, to be unanimous, on one side or the other. 
Thus would states be arrayed against states on this floor 
stimulated by pride, heated by collisions, and strang: 
by feelings of rivalry, and throwing into the discussions 
here, all the violence of local feelings and loca! preju 
dices. By the aeols tendency of ra state of things 
to produce a geographi mation of parties, we 
not the prophetic spirit of Washington to warn us, tha 
the harmopy of the Union would be destroyed, and pe 
haps its existence endangered. 

very things that tends to strengthen the peculiar and 

exclusive feelings of state pride and sectional prejudice, 
inevitably weakens the bonds of the Union. We are, 





ore, urged, by all the considerations that attach us 
to this great palladium of our security and happiness, to 
adopt such an organization as will break t large 


masses of political power, whose coltisions can neve 
fail to shake our system, to its deepest foundations. It 





ed, will allege that corruption will find, in thay mode of] graded populace, without any intermediate es thy — 
eeding, any for its operation. Neither have} cieut to contro) their irre ular tendencies, n suc ’ a 
we any just ground to apprehend that intrigue, operat] Ste of things, it is not difficult to conceive, that a popu- 
ing by means a céipathe than corruption, aint appeal- lar election of the chief executive magistrate would 
ing to motives less profligate than venality, will produce}, throw the hostile elements of rere into such violent 
y impression upon the vote of ten millions of freemen, ollision as to involve in anarchy and ruin all that is sa- 
attered over the vast domain, which is their favored},cred in the institutions of the country. But all the Ame 
inheritance. ‘The fact that these priuciples are, from} "¢42 communities which compose the t nited States, are 
ir very ratare, incapable of acting upon multitudes, essentially different, both in their origin aud censtruc- 
would prevent them from operating upon the people,} Uo”, from those of modern Europe. Our ancestors, in 
if we bad not the higher security faraished by the full matarity of reason, with no consecrated errors 
their virtue and patriotism. to embarrass thein, reared up, from its simplest clements, 
But it is freqnently objected, that the great’ mass of] * System of practical freedom ; and, from the first settle 
the people are not sufficiently intelligeut to decide upon] Ment of the country, every successive generation hus 
¢ qualifications of so important an officer as the chief} been accustomed to exercise the functions of self-gov- 
magistrate of a great Republic, and yet, that, in voting} €rement, in every form, and in every variety of combina- 
for electors, who are merely the organs of their will, they} 19"8- Nor ave we less favorably distinguished, im the 
in fact determine that question. As the history of all na- (or he abel of our social system, than im its origin. 
tions, of any considerable extent, gives at least a plau-||, Lhe abolition of the laws of primogeniture bas pro- 
ible coloring to this objection, it deserves to be deliber- duced a general equality of property, and this again, to- 
examined. No political principle is more firmly gether with the oquenty ot civil and political privileges. 
tablihed by the experience of nations, than that the has produced a general diffusion of knowledge, of which 
freedom of political institutions cannot rise higher than history furnishes no example, eAlmost the entire mass 
intelligence of the people. Ali attempts to erect) of our population corresponds, in character aud situa- 
ree governments upon any other basis than an inte}i-))!0", with what is denominated the middle interest in 
nt population, have always resulted, and must ever re-}England, and which is justly considered, by her most 
It, in re-action and disaster. If, therefore, te com-/€™lightened statesmen, as the soundest part of ber pepu- 
ittee could believe that the people of the United States||[ation. In extending the elective system in the United 
re not sufficiently intelligent to perform so essential al States, therefore, beyond all former precedents, we do 
faction of popular sovervignty as the election of their |nothing more than adapt our political to our social sys- 
chief executive magistrate, they could not resist the un-|)'¢™- In fact, so widely different is our situation from 





ought never to be fo. n, that the citizens of this re- 
public, though subdivided into states for certain essen- 






tial purposes, are one people, in all that relates to thel| 


general government. Born to a common inheritance 
purchased by the toils, the sacrifices, and the blood, o 
their common ancestors, they should be united, not fess 
by the ties of common sympathy and kindred feeling , 
than by those of common interest. With. a view to give 
strength and durability to these essential bonds of union, 
it is of the utmost consequence that the local minorities 





welcome conclusion, that our system of government is) ‘at of any other nation, that it may be truly said, that 
but a delusive hope, resting upon unsubstantial founda-||*#¢ people would be less liable to make an injudicious 
tions, and containing within itself the priuciples of rapid choice of achief magistrate, than of any other impor- 

generacy and certain dissolution. nsibility to}}#4"t officer of the ek see rat Such is the admirable 
ple, ix, niust admit, is the only adequate security distribution and subordination of political powers in our 
for em the great conservative principle of a repre-|/5Y5*€™, and such the variety of practical schools of pre- 
sentative government. And what would be the value of||P2"4tion and trial through which a statesman must pass, 
the responsibility of a public agent, to a people uot ca- before he can aspire, with any just or reasonable ex- 
pable of electing him? If, therefore, it could be shewn)/PCC@UnS of success, to the highest office in the repub- 
‘hat the people are not cowpetent to clect the Ps esident,|"i> that the qualifications and pretensions of the candi- 





in the several states, and various geographical division 


an argument would result, which it would be difficult to|(44tes can always be determined by the wisdom of their 











of our extensive country, should have a fair and full re- 
presentation in Congress. In periods of deep politi 
excitement, nothing is better calculated to allay section- 
al animosities, and the angry spirit of faction, 
than the mediatoria! influence of such representatives. 

The committee propose now to consider, more parti- 
ularly, that part of the resolution committed to their 
harge, which makes it their duty to inquire iuto th 
expediency of establishing a uniform modeof appoint- 
ing the Electors of Presidentand Vice President of the! 
United States. 

Three modes now prevail io the different states. In 
some, the appointment is made by the legislature; in 


e 
c 


resist, in favor of those political combinations which ,|/P**t measures, and the importance of their past services, 
various forms and pretences, are ever ready to as-||*5 these are the only judieations of wisdom upon which 
sume the province of dictating to the people, and whichi|'t Would be safe to rely, in the selection of an officer of 
can only be regarded, when habitual and permanent, as such vast responsibility and importance, it is satistactory 
synonimous with corruption. weg de ame they Te ea ms vnpebne 
. “ a iD ney Canno “11 fo make their Jus nh -S- 
Under these circumstances, we have a source of just sion, both upon the intelligence and siutitude of ~ § en- 
jousolation and pride in the reflection, that, in all thad}jiehtened and patriotic people. . 
adeient nee to se. taaeene pence seme A a oe - But another objection, of a kindred spirit with that 
at all to be compared to the citizens of these U “States C{which bas been just considered, is frequently, urged 
A -very brief notice of the promine: salons — om against the change proposed. It is said that the appomnt- 
wliioh distinguish oor cociat 2B we ret ci bara ment of electors by the people would so directly involve 
that of th : Jat Gnd political condition Fomithe canvassfor the Presidency itself, as to produce a de- 
at of the republican nations of antiquity, and of the ci- 











some, by the people, rouleg @ general ticket; and in 
¥ 


“1 . : : 7 ree of popular excitement subversive of the order and 
vilized nations of modern Europe, will urnish, at once ie : 





some, by the peo » votin districts. By giving each 
of these modes a Sieeid beasiderstion, we shall bel 
the better enabled to ascertain the relative merits of 
that which is submitted to the House for its adoption. 
Pre-existing bodies, sufliciently small and permanent} 


the evi , : Ae eace of society. ‘The remarks already offered, in. re- 
oleae explanation of this superiority, llation tothe dispersion of ofr population, the pectliar 
Reapers sen. o bike: spat ay tay hed condition of this and |structure of our society, and ihe genera! diffusion of in- 
‘ t republics can be just, which does not em- jtelligence, are sufiicient to show, that nothing in 
eae the invention of the art of pristieg, ond the con-|! 
u 
1 





to be exposed to the tampering and seductive arts of in= 
trigue and corruption, ought to have no agency in the 


: - the experience of other econutries can be regarded as 
reagan rs Peal So ato wan tee metas la just lostidation for such an apprebension, But, there 
, on i the polrtt-) are other views bje ich wi © 

al condition of the human race. Societies of freemen of the subject, which will lead us to th 





election of a President of the United States, upon any 





ground short of absolute necessity. State legislature 
are bodies.of this description, and there is no pretence 


wets : conclusion, that the tendeacy ange 

have been improved and enlarged, to a degree utterly , ily thi Baers Mg the proposed eh nee, 

unattamable with | : a. ~ peer upon whic is objection is founded, is one of its 
t nie without these efficient means of diffusing in- strongest recommendatiots 

teiligence, and the republican system has consequently , 





of a necessity for interposing them between the people 


, 5 ‘ The order of ial vir it ies in the 
received a modification and extension, which the wisdos, social virtues and social duties in the 





and the electoral College. According to the true con-|lo 
: oon bal our political system, the people exercise-the 
e 


ive power. When, from considerations of conve 
nience, agents are appointed for this special purpose, it 
is not, asin the case of a legislative trust, to exercise) 
their own judgments, but simply to execute the PL news 
will, ‘The assumption, that the legislatures would mak 
a better choice than the ; involves the admission, 
that their-choice would be different from that of the peo- 
5 m ission which, if the foregoing views be cor- 
rect, furnishes, in itself, an unanswerable objection to 


the rposition of such an agency. In proportion 
tRetatere as the vember of “termediate epioties ie in-! 
creased, the Shane = are m: pli thatthe will of th 

people wi sated, in choice of a chief magis- 
trate, The cothmattee have no confidence in that o t 
of artificial_and complicated machinery; through which} 


igence enjoyed by the people of the avcient republics }n ny sacrifices 












ant taster Pearce : : t om:)'United States, is uearly the reverse of that which exist- 
eounghte CPanel are err iny Sa The ed amongst the Greeks aod Romans. lnan orditiary 
atlet,, “Selly dlaioet te a ehvered to colleeted muiti-|'srate of things, When no great emergency calls for patri- 
? most the only means of political inte tli- oa ° Oe Serv which principally engrosses the 

- i € ( eelings and the efforts of an Amcrican citizen, is. to 
eB pa NS + nt Pg = s, of alimake provision for Wis comfortable subsistence, and to 
baer confined. ‘ai e spr oe ya. cexy, satisfy the claimsof hisfamily. Whereas, the first con- 
> ieicls tests, Ahan sen soliare of th ical necessity ,jiside ation of a Greek or a Roman citizen, both ii peace 
duretion may be rom tip: tertat “hs f conenst admin-| and in war. was the glory of his country... Qurterdency, 
weiehiell te-the diskette "eh the y, and generally com- therefore, 36 te give too exclusive an attention to priate 
neveiec, Ve'the 1 Ape mrs’ Se ee pursuits, and sink into indifference in relwtion to the'ge- 
nn ood oe 0 Peres sap. witel-\inera! concerns of the republic ;, While the tendenty of 
y thelr républics were cients, fe reason ete: at the Greeks and Romans was to intermeddle perpetually 
7 Thee saeple extremely contracted. They\jin public affairs, to the heglect and detriment of “their 
ee sate re wow png h geet in the daysi|private concerns. , Our danger, therefore, ix too much 
fe hewn PA cee Aang or, the portion of the}jponular apathy; theirs was too much popular excitement 
chi re Phat Hit y gove: ,_ Was confined to their|| And though the state of things existing here, is more 
ec es, because that portion alone was within the deeply founded in nature, and furnishes a more substau 
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tral basis for a darable and éxtendéd system of biberty, 
it certainly indicates the necessity ofsuch constitutiona i} 
arrangements as wil} rouse the attention of the people}} 
‘0 SO great a national question as the election of a chief 
magisirate. No stronger evidence need ‘bé offered, oi 
the existence of such a necessity, than the actual state of 
public opinion on that subject, at this woment, in many 
parts of the Union. ‘The people: have been so long ac- 
customed to have no practical agency in the election of) 
a President, that the idea is not uncommon, tbat. they 
have aothing to do with it. As*the inevitable tendency 
of this state of popular indifference is” to increase the 
power and influence of political managers and unprin- 
cipled combinations, it is of the Jast importance that it} 
should he corrected, if possible. The committee are of 
pee an that the plan submitted will-furnish the re- 
ine ys 

But it yet remains that we. inquire whether. the peo- 
ple should vote by a general ticket or by districts, The 
committes will, therefore, proceed to state the consider- 
ations which have induced them to adopt the latter sys- 
tem. If was as evidently the intention of the framers of 
the constitution, aS it is the dictate of sound policy, thay 
the President of the United States should. be the choice 
of the people and not of the States. It is true, they 
contemplated an infusion. of the federal principle into} 
the election, in the een of the Senators to the 





would vote for.an entire ticket of its own and that the 


as completely to endanger its success, without some 
aveans of giving it concentration. And as the power of 
the sade itd selected for this purpose must be co-ex- 
tensive with the wills which it would be their object to 
concentrate, -it- would foilow, that they would virtually 
decide which of the presidential candidates should re-. 
ceive the whole electoral vote of the state. At the first 
commencement of such a system, when the persons! 
clothed with the authority of uniting the popular wit 
were really its representatives, no great evil would be 
experienced. But the slightest attention to the history 
of ambition, the tendency of power, or the lessons of 
our own experience, will convince us that -such combi 


tinues 
popular will would be thus exposed to such distraction, |sodireet an agency in the election of the. 





= - = y Re 
As longas the national legislatmre con 


even excluding the supposition of eo influence 
the most injurious effect must be prod upon the cha- 
racter of its members, and the temper of its deliberg. 
tions.. The legislators of the Union will be « 

into partizans of the respective candidates for the Pree. 
dency ; their mutual criminations will unavoidly distract 
and embarrass’ the essential business of the : 
and, instead of devoting themselves exclusively to 
great objects of their legislative trust, their time wil] be 
engrossed in holding consultations and’ projecting deyj. 
ces, for the er ot controlling public opinion on the 
Presidential Election ; and it would but too certainly re. 





vations change, in the natural course of things, from) 
temporary expedients to permanent institutions; and 
that, from being the mere organs of the will of the jpeo- 
ple, they assume, under pretexts which ambition is sel-; 
dom at a loss to devise, the power of dictating to the: 
people. 


sult, that principles would be sacrificed to men, 

‘It may be fairly assumed, that, until the constitution js 
amended, the President of the United States will, in gen. 
eral, be elected virtually by Congress, in one form or 
another. Without intending to lend the consideration 
of temporary questions and ing events with the gen- 





conscious ihat they are rather recording the history o 
the times in which they live, than their own speculations. 
opinien, t 
were established, a central power would spring up in al- 





Representatives in Congress ; and this proportion is re- 
tained in the plan proposed by the committee. 

But to extend the federal principle to the whole body of 
the Electors, would be nothing less than sacrificing the 
rights, the interests, and the power of the people, to the 
false and imaginary idol of State consolidation. 

Assuming itasan undeniable position, that a majority 
of the people of the United States have a right to elect 
the President, and that the will of such majority ought 
to prevail, it ean be demonstrated that the system of 
voting by a general ticket, would render this fundamen- 
tal principle of our government the sport of accidental 
combinations. Six of the States, for example, if they 
give a unanimous vote, can elect the President. But if 
they vote by a general ticket, the candidate who ob- 
tains a bare majority of the popular vote, receives the 
unanimous eleetoral vote of the State. So that, assum- 
ing the population of the United States to be eight mil- 
lions, a Vette more than two millions of the pong might 
elect the President, . Let us again suppose, th 


at therel'« 


most every state, consisting of the ruling politicians of 


regular responsibility, and be, in every respect, more li- 
able to cabal, intrigue, and corruption, than the Legis- 
lature itself. And when we reflect that the entire elec- 
toral vote of a state, upon which the presidential elec- 
tion itself might turn, would frequently depend upon. the 
integrity of a few men, perhaps ofa single individual, it is 
difficult to.conceive a state of things in which there 
would be stronger inducements, or greater facilities for! 
intrigue or corruption. By dividing the states into. dis- 
tricts, all -these evils would be avoided. The will o 
the people would be fairly expressed. No political com- 
binations would be necessary or practicable. Every dis- 
trict would, at least, have its own centre of operation, 
upon which corruption would be brought to bear, with 
its inducements vastly diministied, and its consequences 
fe tartan! less to be dreaded. 

he last branch of the resolution, under which the 





are two States, one containing nine hundred thousand 
people, and entitled to thirty electoral votes, and the 
other coutaining eight hundred thousand people, and en- 
titled to twenty-six electoral votes,—Let us further. sup- 
pose, that there are two candidates for the Presidency, 
of whom one is supported by five hundred thousand of 
the people of the first supposed State, and the other by 
the remaining four hondred thousand, and the entire 


mittee are acting, remains to be considered. 
They have found it impracticable absolutely to exclude 
the possibility of the election of President and Vice- 
President devolving, in any event, upon Congress ; but 
they believe, ander the plan submitted, the contingency 
would not happen once in a century, upon which th 
election would devolve upon that body. They propose. 
in the event of no person receiving a majority of. the 
electora) votes at the first balloting, that the electors 





eight hundred thousand of the other state. Under these’ 
cireumstances, the candidate who obtains the support of 
only five hundred thonsand of the people, would receive 
thirty electoral votes, while twelve hundred thousand 
people could give the opposing candidate only twenty- 
six! Accordisg to, this system of false equations, a 
large minority of the people is precisely equal to no mi- 
nority at all.” By thus entirely excluding the State mi- 
norities from the calculation, in making up the general 
aggregate, the people are literally immolated, by hun- 


shall again meet, forthwith, in their respective states, 
and vote for the two persons having the highest number 
of yotes in the first instance. This will almost invaria- 


the day, who would be bound to the people by no tie of} 


ral views here presented, the committee willbe excused 


in makingthese general remarks, the committee ee \for adverting to the fact, that the eventual choice of the 


President by the House of Representatives, in a 
which makes a single member from one state, equal to 


Aad it is u poe this high authority that they predicate the thirty-six from another, will always furnish an nt, 
vat if the plan of voting by a general ticket!\or a pretext, for those preliminary combinations, which 
‘all admit to be evils in themselves, and only to be excus- 


ed as the means of avoiding greater evils. In this man- 
ner we are not only exposed to the contingent’ evil, 
growing out of the constitution itself, but the certain 
evil of combinations for the avowed purpose of avoiding 
it. Congress will not only have the power of chusing a 
President from the three persons who shall reeeive the 
largest number of electoral votes, but will have a plausi- 
ble argument in favor of nominating a Presi « 

‘the electoral vote has furnished them with any certain 
indication of popular opinion, to direet their choiee and 
limit the extent of their discretion, . 

It cannot be disguised, therefore, that the tendeney of 
the state of things wow existing under the constitution, 
is to convert Congress into a permanent eh 
‘der these circumstances, the candidates for the: i- 
dency, instead of devoting themselves to the service of 
the country, by measures calculated to promote the wel- 
fare and secure the confidence of the . ‘be 
jtempted to devote themselves to those arts of coucilia- 
‘tion and management, by which the members of Con- 
press may be most ctually secured in their interest, 
|The ultimate fag would be, that our chief.ma- 
igistrates would be elected by cabals of politicians, hay- 
‘ing views and interests alien from those of the pegple, 
‘and that the country would be governed by a succession 
of factions, each proscribing the members and " 
the work of the one which preceded it pede rahe loo 
ing to the operations of our system all the unsteadiness of 
a turbulent democracy ,and all the tyranny of a temporary 


despotism. 














bly ensure an election by the electors, at the second bal- 
loting. Indeed, it may be fairly presumed, that every 
candidate who is convinced he cannot be one of the two 
highest in the first instance, will withdraw from the con 


tion, at the first balloting, will be very much i- 
jereased. ‘ 





iveds of thousands, at the shrine of an artificial and de- 
tusive mo a by making a majority equal to the 








This branch ofthe amendment is recommended by all 








whole in each State, gives a minority an equal chance 
for the ascendancy in the Union. * 

The true popular principle, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, is that which prevails in all other popular clec- 
tions throughout the United States. In the election, for 
example, of the Governor of a State, by the people, a 
candidate does not count the unanimous yote of every 
county where he happens to obtain a majority, but the 
respective majorities of the several candidates are ad- 


ded to their respective minorities,“and the aggregates thus) Stokoe arse§ 


produced; are taken as the true expression of the popu- 
lar will. If; then, ih all that relates to the “ common 
defence and general welfare,” the people of the United 
States are really to be regarded as one people; if all 


the President by the House of Representatives. And 
these, in the opinion of the committee, are cogent and 
conclusive. 

All history teaches us the melancholy truth, that, in 
ithe election of a Chief Magistrate ofa great Republic 
lintrigue and corraption, under the various and insidiow 
disguises which they are capable of assuming, are 
deleterious principles against which -the 
human wisdom are least capable of providing an effectual 


principles, is in direct proportion to the temptation and 
ithe means of rendering them efficient instruments in 
promoting the views of ambition... And what prize can 
hold out more attractive temptations to the ambi- 








ihe citizens of the Republic, whether their lot happensto||tious than the Presidency of the United Siates ? 


he east on the’one side or the other of au imaginary line, 


ure equally entided to their vote and their voice, ia thej| uch exposedto the blandishing delusions of that wretch- 


common coneérns and common councils of the Union ; i 


ed éasuistry, which makes the end sanctify the means? 


it be wise to exelude from those councils the peculiar and|| And when we advert to the immense store of patronage 
exclusive feelings of states ; aud if the man whois to pre+||which would be placed for distribution m the hands of 


side over the common destinies of all, should have pecul iay 


abligations to discharge, and peculiar feelings to indulge,|}would have precisely those means of tamperi 
towards none of the States, we are unger the most so- 
lemn obligations to reject a plan for electing the Presi-jjwag ui 
dent, which would array States against States, in ambi-|jof virtue’s recompense; and the wretch who sold_his in- 
tious conflict for the mastery, and equally sacrifice the)|tegrity, might almost delude himself into the belief tha 
dnalienable tights.of the people, and the général har-}he was serving his country. 


mony of the Union. 


the successful aspirant, it cannot be disguised, that he 
ng with the 


test ; and,-in this manner, the probability of an elec+| 


recautions of||mass of our general population. 


In .pursvit of what object is even a virtuous mind sojdiminish the relative 


members of the House of Representatives, by which thejjconsideration t 
wages of wickedness might be received m the disguise/large and thesmall states, are powers which they 










ual mode of rendering the government efficient and 
eady in its operations, and at the same time consistent 
with the secarity of the general liberty, is to infuse more 
of the democratic principle into the election of the Pre- 
poupamniog him ia fact, as he is in theory, the choice 
f the people. 

Having thus attempted to shew, they trust, not alto- 
ether without success, that the rights and interests of 


me reasons which can be urged against the election ofthe people imperiously demand that the proposed 


amend- 
ment should be adopted, the Cummittee will offer a few 
concluding remarks upon the mauner in which the states 
will be relatives affecied by it. 

It may be justly doubted whether, on such a question 
as the ut, the states, as separate communities, can 
have any interest different from that of the people of the 
istates, considered merely as portions of the common 

But, as it is not-o be 
‘expected, that one class of states will surrender, with- 


The danger to be apprehended from thesejjout an equivalent, the relative power secured to them 


by the constitution, the Committee have endeavored ‘to 
introduce into their plan, such principles of compromise, 
Jas will be most likely to secure a general ieseence. 

The division of ail the states into districts will pre- 
\vent them from moving in consolidated masses, and will 


power of the } States more 
than that of the smalJj states; but for this there is an 
jample and equitable equivalent, in the diminishéd pro- 


bability that the election of the President will come in- 
to Congress,and in the surrender, by the small states, of 
||their equal power, even when that contingency shall 

ipen,. This rg ay 8g is forcib 


at the powers given up, both 


not in justice to possess, and which are not transfe 


nsferred 
Uifrom one to the other, but éurrendered by. both tothe 


Itis exceedingly unpleasant people. 








r 


But there is another objection to the system of voting,jand enlightened people could ever be swerved from any 


by ageneral ticket, which the committee consider unan-jjduty by selfish or sinister views ; bat, we haye the au-jiseat, to correet the 


io indulge the idea, that the representatives of a virtuous 


As it is obvious that neither the large *nor the small 
2s ever will consent, or perhaps ever ought: to con- 








; ; great and increasing evils of out 
swerable. thority of more than human wisdom for saying lead|\ present system, without maotual ivale imilar to 
[tis 4 practical proposition, conclusively establish not into temptation.” It is, therefore, the deliberate)|those provided in the plan snbmitted by the. Cox 
by the experience of all the states where the experimen inion of the committée, that the only*effectual mode of|ithe question for both to determine is, hey thi will 
fae beeo made, that this system tends, by an inevitable preserving our government from the corruptions whichijsubmit to the existing evils, great as: are, by the ad- 


necessity, to trausfer into the hands of a few the powerthave undermined the liberty of so 
oe a te confide the election of our chief Esteve 


of dcoutrolling the entire suffrage of the state. 
entitled to thirty electors, and composed, perhaps, of fif- 


ty counties, it past be apparent, that almost every countvilronage. 


In a state! 





y other nations, 
ive Mngistrate. t 
those who are furthest vemoved from the influence of his pat 







mission of all ; or magnanimously offer up, on the altar 
their common etveteye ers which are neither con- 
sistent with the righ ; the Pe le, the purity of the 
t by aes 


Union. 


‘The committee, therefore, believe, that the only effec- . 


ly recommended acl 
by the 
ought 
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